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WHO WE ARE
The University of Illinois Police Department is a 24-hour 
operation, 365 days a year. UIPD is fully accredited, and we 
offer all the traditional police services.

Our 24-hour patrol operations provide a quick response to 
911 calls and more. 

The Community Outreach and Support Team works in an 
educational capacity to empower individuals to take care 
of themselves and others. COAST also provides emergency mental health 
support. 

Detectives in our investigations division follow up on reported crimes and 
are specially trained to support and care for survivors of sexual assault.

Specialized resources include bomb detection and disposal; special 
weapons and tactics; patrol K-9s and comfort K-9s; special victim resources; 
bicycle- and ATV-mounted patrol; and others.  

Staff members in the Emergency Management Department work to ensure 
every university facility is prepared for otherwise unimaginable emergencies, 
including pandemics, natural disasters, terrorism, and other threats.

Our security officers work to provide an extra layer of security, primarily 
around residence halls and libraries. Security officers are empowered to 
intervene when they observe unsafe conditions or call for a police response. 
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It’s easy to reach UIPD if you need help. Call 911 in an 
emergency. For non-emergencies, visit police.illinois.edu.

CONTACT
US!
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UIPD COMMUNITY OUTREACH
The Community Outreach and Support Team (COAST) at the University of 
Illinois Police Department provides educational programming, organizes 
community events and offers visits from its team of therapy dogs.

Additionally, COAST deploys the Response, 
Evaluation and Crisis Help (REACH) team in 
situations where students, faculty or staff 
members are experiencing a mental health 
crisis. The REACH team works in a co-responder 
model,  where social workers are paired with 
behavioral health detectives to assess a crisis 
situation in the moment. This model means 
UIPD can provide better in-the-moment clinical 
assessments during a mental health emergency 
and get the person experiencing that crisis any help they may need. REACH 
also follows up to make sure that person has access to long-term resources if 
appropriate.

More information about COAST, 
REACH and the therapy dogs is 
available on the UIPD website.

SCAN THE CODE TO ACCESS.

MORE
INFO!

THERAPY K9s
 
The UIPD therapy dogs are available to help alleviate 
mild stress or just to be around when you are in need 
of a furry friend. You can learn more and request a 
therapy K9 visit on the UIPD website.
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GENERAL SAFETY TIPS
We have a safe campus, but no community is completely crime-free. There are 
things you can do to reduce your risk of being targeted by a criminal:

TRUST YOUR INSTINCTS. 
If you feel uncomfortable in a place or situation, leave right away and go 
immediately to an area with lights and people.

LOCK YOUR DOORS, EVEN IF YOU ARE IN THE ROOM.
Theft is the most common crime on college campuses, and ours is no 
exception. The best way to stop theft is by locking up your residence and 
vehicles. It also protects you from people who may have ill-intent.

DON’T LET OTHERS “PIGGYBACK.” 
Especially around residence halls, holding doors for others may provide 
access to people who don’t belong there. Politely ask others to use their key 
or swipe card to gain entry.

REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY.
Even the smallest bit of information could prevent a crime and help protect 
yourself or others.

USE SAFEWALKS.
Criminals target people walking alone at night. Walking in groups of three or 
more is the best way to prevent crime. Call 217-333-1216 to access SafeWalks, 
our free walking escort service.

STAY AWARE OF YOUR SURROUNDINGS. 
Listening to music or using your phone can distract you from people or 
vehicles around you.

KEEP AN EYE AND AN EAR OUT FOR SCAMS.
Not everyone is who they say they are. Scammers target college students 
online and by phone with offers of jobs, or with threats of arrest. If it sounds 
sketchy, it probably is.

QUICK
TIP! If something doesn’t feel right, it probably isn’t.  

Call police immediately if you need help.
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SAFEWALKS
Criminals are opportunistic and tend to target people who are walking alone 
late at night in secluded areas. You can reduce your risk of being targeted by 
walking in groups of three or more, and by using well-lit, high-traffic routes.

SafeWalks is a free safety escort service provided by trained Student Patrol 
officers who will walk with you when you are traveling on campus at 
night. Student Patrol officers are also trained in first aid and basic medical 
intervention, and they carry the same radios as police and other first 
responders, so they have a direct line of communication with emergency 
services.

All you need to do is call 217-333-1216 to request a SafeWalks escort. 

SafeWalks is available after 7 p.m. during the late fall and winter months and 
after 9 p.m. in the spring, summer and early fall. It runs until 2:30 a.m. on 
nights before a weekday and until 3 a.m. on weekend nights.

With SafeWalks, you never have to walk alone at night.

CALL 
US!



6

GETTING AROUND CAMPUS
Campus traffic can get busy, especially when students are traveling to and 
from class. There are lots of ways to get around campus, but it’s important to 
observe a few safe practices.

VEHICLES. 
You probably won’t be driving much to classes, but there is a lot of vehicular 
traffic on campus. All vehicles must follow the laws in the Illinois Vehicle Code. 
Remember to slow down in high-traffic areas, and do not drive distracted. 
Yield to bicyclists in the roadway — Bicycles are not required to use bike 
lanes, nor are they required to move to the side of the road for a vehicle. Treat 
them like you would any other vehicle. Yield to pedestrians in the crosswalk. 
Pedestrians who have safely established themselves in a crosswalk have the 
right of way.

BICYCLES.
Bicyclists in the roadway are subject to all laws which apply to vehicles. 
Bicyclists on the sidewalk are subject to all laws that apply to pedestrians. 
Whether you are in the roadway or on the sidewalk, you must abide by all 
traffic signs and signals, like stop signs. Failing to do so is dangerous to 
yourself and others. Yield to pedestrians when required. Bicycle-pedestrian 
accidents are common on campus and may result in injury. Slow down in 
high-traffic areas.

PEDESTRIANS.
Pedestrians are subject to a number of laws to keep them safe. If there is 
a sidewalk, pedestrians must use it. Pedestrians must use crosswalks at 
intersections with traffic signals, and walk only when the walk signal is 
illuminated. Pedestrians do not automatically have the right of way before 
they enter a crosswalk. Vehicles do not have to stop for pedestrians who have 
not yet entered a crosswalk, and a pedestrian must allow enough space for a 
vehicle to stop safely before entering a crosswalk.

QUICK
TIP! The Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit District is a 

great way to get around campus and the greater 
community. Check out their website at mtd.org to get 
more information about bus routes and helpful tools 
you can use to plan your trips.
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Theft is the most common crime on college campuses everywhere, and ours 
is no exception. Bicycles are common targets for thieves, but there are a few 
ways you can avoid becoming a victim of bike theft.

LOCK IT UP (THE RIGHT WAY!). 
The best way to prevent bike theft is by locking it up properly. We recommend 
at the very least using a U-bolt style lock and securing your bike to a rack 
designed for bicycle storage. The preferred method is to use a U-bolt and 
chain lock together to secure the bicycle frame and front wheel to a bike rack. 
Using a chain lock alone is not sufficient, as they can be easily cut or broken.

REGISTER YOUR BICYCLE.
If you are riding a bike on campus, you are required to register it. Doing 
so is for your benefit — if it’s ever lost or stolen, having your registration 
information on file makes it easier to get it back to you. Here’s what to do:

1. Locate your bicycle serial number. You’ll usually be able to find it in one 
of the locations numbered in the image to the right. 

2. Take a picture of your bicycle and the 
serial number and keep it for your 
records. This will also be helpful when 
registering it with the university. 

3. Visit bike.illinois.edu to fill out the 
Project 529 registration form and a 
small fee to register your bicycle.  

4. Collect your Project 529 shield sticker from your chosen location and affix 
it to the frame of your bicycle.

PREVENTING BIKE THEFT

1 3
2

4

Project 529 is the university’s bicycle 
registration program and helps 
protect your property.

SCAN THE CODE TO REGISTER.

SIGN 
UP!



8

Dozens of emergency phones are strategically located across campus. Use 
them when you need help. They are a recognizable blue color, and some are 
illuminated with a blue light.

When activated, the phones flash strobe lights and ring directly to University 
Police. You can also use the emergency phones to request a SafeWalks escort.

EMERGENCY PHONES

ILLINI-ALERT

A map of all the outdoor emergency 
phones on campus is available 
online. 

SCAN THE CODE TO ACCESS.

You can sign up to receive Illini-Alert 
text messages or add extra email 
addresses online.

SCAN THE CODE TO ACCESS.

Illini-Alert is used for incidents that present an imminent threat to life, health 
or safety to the general campus population — like fires, severe weather and 
if someone is trying to harm others. These messages provide emergency 
information and instructions for personal protective actions. Illini-Alert sends 
email, text and Twitter messages.

Everyone with a campus email address automatically receives Illini-Alert 
email messages, but it’s a good idea to sign up for Illini-Alert text messages so 
you receive prompt notification of campus emergencies.

MORE
INFO!

SIGN
UP!
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Emergencies can happen anywhere, anytime. When we’re faced with any kind 
of emergency – like fire, severe weather or if someone is trying to hurt you – 
we have three options: run, hide or fight.

RUN
Leaving the area quickly is the best option if it is safe to do so.
• Take time to learn the different ways to leave your building.
• Leave personal items behind.
• Assist those who need help, but consider whether doing so puts yourself 

at risk.
• Alert authorities of the emergency when it is safe to do so. 

HIDE
When you can’t or don’t want to run, take shelter indoors.
• Take time to learn the different ways to seek shelter in your building.
• If severe weather is imminent, proceed to the nearest indoor storm refuge 

area.
• If someone is trying to hurt you and you can’t evacuate, get to a place 

where you can’t be seen, lock or barricade your area, silence your phone, 
don’t make any noise and don’t come out until you receive an Illini-Alert 
indicating it is safe to do so. 

FIGHT
You may need to fight to increase your chances of survival.
• Think about what kind of common items are in your area which you can 

use to defend yourself.
• Team up with others to fight if the situation allows.
• Mentally prepare yourself – you may be in a fight for your life.
• Please be aware of persons with disabilities who may need additional 

assistance in emergency situations.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

More Run-Hide-Fight resources, 
including an instructonal video, are 
available on the UIPD website.

SCAN THE CODE TO ACCESS.

MORE 
INFO!
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SOCIAL MEDIA SAFETY

MEDICAL AMNESTY

Social media are a great way to stay connected as you meet new people on 
campus, but there are also some pitfalls.

KEEP IT SIMPLE. 
Never post personal information, like your Social Security number, birthdate, 
home address, bank information or phone number, not even in private messages.

STAY PRIVATE.
Monitor your privacy settings, and consider sharing information only with 
close friends. Limit access to third party apps.

BE CAUTIOUS.
People may contact you for professional or romantic reasons. Often the 
profiles are fake, and the people behind them are scammers. Never give 
money and never send private photos to people you don’t know.

By state law, the police cannot cite you for minor alcohol offenses when you 
call 911 to get medical assistance for yourself or another person.

Additionally, the university has implemented guidelines to protect you from 
discipline under certain circumstances. The goal is to encourage students to 
get help whenever they need it without fear of disciplinary consequences. 
Learn more about these protections at go.illinois.edu/amnesty.

FOLLOW 
US! Find us on social media! The University of Illinois 

Police Department regularly shares important infor-
mation about public safety issues and safety tips on 
Instagram (@uipolice), Twitter (@UIPD), Facebook (@
uipolice) and Reddit (u/UIpolice).
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SEXUAL VIOLENCE

SCAMS

Nationwide, it is estimated that 20% of women and 6% of men experience 
sexual assault or attempted sexual assault during their time in college. In a 
study published by the Department of Justice, 82 percent of the victims were 
raped by someone they knew, and 18 percent were raped by a stranger.

The only person responsible for sexual violence is the offender. There are 
strategies to reducing your risk of being targeted — maintaining awareness 
of your surroundings, staying with friends, and trusting your instincts are the 
best ways to stay safe.

Students at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign complete awareness 
classes and training within their first few weeks on campus, and those 
educational opportunities continue throughout their college years. 

There are resources and reporting options available at wecare.illinois.edu 
for anyone who experiences sexual violence or knows someone who has.

Phone and internet scams are common no matter where you are. Be aware of 
how to identify scams and what to do if you encounter one. Here are the red 
flags to keep in mind when you receive a call from an unknown person:

NO OFFICIAL WILL EVER DEMAND MONEY. 
If a caller claims to be a police officer, immigration official, a tax agent, or any 
other government representative demanding money, the call is likely a scam.

SCAMMERS TRY TO INTIMIDATE VICTIMS.
If a caller threatens to have you arrested or deported if you hang up, the call is 
likely a scam.

SCAMMERS MAY DEMAND GIFT CARDS.
If a caller directs you to purchase gift cards or transfer payment in the form of 
virtual currency, the call is likely a scam.

WATCH OUT FOR “SPOOFED” NUMBERS.
Number “spoofing” makes the victim’s caller ID display a legitimate phone 
number even though the call is originating from somewhere entirely different. 
If you have doubts about a caller’s identity, you should hang up and call the 
listed number for that agency to speak to a representative.
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